
Tony C. Parker (TN)
President

Tony C. Parker is ACA’s 107th President serving for 2021-2023. Commissioner Tony Parker 
began his career with the Tennessee Department of Correction (TDOC) as a correctional officer 
at Lake County Regional Correctional Facility in 1983. He served as correctional corporal, ser-
geant, lieutenant, captain, associate warden of security and deputy warden. He served as warden 
at Northwest Correctional Complex and the West Tennessee State Penitentiary, later becoming 
the west region correctional administrator. In 2011, Parker was promoted to assistant commis-
sioner of prisons, and in 2016 appointed as commissioner of TDOC by Governor Bill Haslam. 

Parker received a master’s degree in security studies from the Naval Postgraduate School and a B.S. degree in criminal 
justice from the University of Tennessee. 

Denise M. Robinson (OH)
President-elect

Denise M. Robinson is ACA’s President-Elect for 2021-2023. Robinson has more than 30 
years of experience with all levels of corrections. She has worked closely with Ohio, national 
and international leaders to create prison and jail policies, improve supervision strategies for 
inmates and parolees, and implement and improve treatment plans for both inmates and persons 
on supervision. Robinson serves on numerous boards, committees and oversight panels.  
Robinson currently serves as ACA treasurer. She served on the Commission for Accreditation 
for Corrections for 12 years, including a term as chair. While on the Standards Committee,  

Robinson worked to develop performance-based core jail standards, performance-based international core standards, 
and performance-based expected practices for adult correctional institutions. Robinson’s professionalism, collabora-
tions, and dedication to excellence are known across the corrections spectrum. Her numerous honors include the E.R. 
Cass Award; President’s Award (ICPA); Margaret Mead Award (ICCA); and President Obama’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Service. Robinson is a graduate of The Ohio State University. 

Tony M. Wilkes (TN)
Vice President

Tony M. Wilkes is serving his second term as ACA’s Vice President for 2021-2023. Wilkes 
began his DCSO career in 1987 as a correctional officer assigned to the Workhouse (currently 
known as the Jerry Newson Center). He worked numerous positions, even becoming DCSO’s 
first-ever site administrator for the Sheriff’s Correctional Complex in 2006. In 2008, Wilkes 
was named DCSO’s first-ever chief of corrections. Wilkes attended Nashville State Technical 
Institute majoring in computer programming and data processing. He has an Associates of 
Arts in business management and a Bachelor of Science in business management through the 

University of Phoenix. He is a National Institute of Corrections (NIC) Executive Excellence graduate, a NIC Training 
Consultant, and represents the Davidson County Sheriff’s Office on NIC’s Large Jail Networking committee. Since 
2012, he has served as an ACA training consultant in the U.S, United Arab Emirates, Mexico, and Japan. In addition, he 
is an ACA Training Consultant certified in Correctional Behavior Health Certification (CBHC). In December 2019, he 
was selected as an ACA training consultant to present the ACA accreditation process to the Ohio Department of Re-
habilitation and Corrections (ODRC) and the Ohio Bureau of Adult Detention (BAD). Wilkes has served on the ACA 
Executive Committee as treasurer for the term 2017-2019 and as ACA vice president for the term 2019–2021.
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Harbans S. Deol, D.O., Ph.D. (NE) 
Treasurer

Dr. Harbans S. Deol is ACA’s Treasurer for 2021-2023. Deol joined NDCS in January 2017 
as a medical director of Health Services. He oversees all aspects of health care and assists in 
educating state agency staff and other agencies in health care challenges in the correctional 
environment. He was instrumental in implementing efficiency of Health Services by reducing 
the cost of pharmaceuticals by 33.4%, reduced the use of narcotics by 87% and travel orders by 
49.7%, during his first year of tenureship. Deol earned his Ph.D. in immunology and microbiol-
ogy from New York University, and his D.O. from Des Moines University. Deol was in private 

practice for over 15 years prior to joining the Iowa DOC. He has conducted research in HCV and HIV using molecular 
biology techniques as a research scientist in a pharmaceutical company. He has numerous patents and publications in 
the scientific arena. He is currently chair of CCHA, CME, and has serviced on numerous committees with ACA. He is a 
member of Health Care Committee and has presented on clinical updates at ACA Conference Workshops.

Gary C. Mohr (OH)
Immediate Past President

Gary Mohr is the 106th President of the American Correctional Association. He has over 46 
years of correctional experience and a national reputation for innovative and efficient prison 
management. In Ohio, he served as Director of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction from 2011–2018 on Governor Kasich’s cabinet focusing on diverting non-violent 
Ohioans to community programs in lieu of prisons. He served in a variety of positions in the 
Ohio system including Deputy Director, Warden of several prisons, Deputy Warden, Director 
of Staff Development and Training, Equal Employment Opportunities Executive, Classification 

Supervisor and a Teacher. He also served Ohio as Director of the Governor’s Office of Criminal Justice. While in Ohio, 
he was in charge of the investigation of the riot of the Lucasville prison, chaired the Governor’s Taskforce on Gun Vio-
lence, desegregated an Ohio prison in the 1970’s, implemented unit management system-wide and developed the 3-Tier 
System to reduce prison violence. Mohr served as Senior Policy Advisor to the Secretary of Public Safety in North 
Carolina to begin to reform the North Carolina prison system following staff deaths in their prisons in 2017. He founded 
Mohr Correctional Insight LLC where he provides leadership training, consults on prison culture and promotes efforts 
to reduce prison populations through alternative sentencing, incentivizing evidenced-based programs and the success-
ful transitioning of those incarcerated to communities through employment opportunities and uninterrupted delivery of 
programs and services.

James A. Gondles Jr., CAE
Executive Director/Secretary

James A. Gondles, Jr. was selected the eighth Executive Director of the American Cor-
rectional Association in 1990. Gondles served full-time as executive director-designate from 
October 1990 until October 1991, when he became the executive director. Gondles previously 
served as sheriff of Arlington County, Virginia, having first been elected in 1979 and re-elect-
ed in 1983 and 1987. He resigned the Office of Sheriff to assume his duties at the American 
Correctional Association. From 1972 until his election as sheriff, Gondles served as a deputy 
sheriff in Arlington County. A graduate of Oklahoma City University with a bachelor’s degree 

in political science, Gondles has also completed training at the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Academy, the Nation-
al Sheriffs’ Institute and the National Academy of Corrections. He became a Certified Association Executive (CAE) by 
the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) in 1999.
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ACA 2021–2023 Board of Governors Representatives

Elizabeth F. “Beth” Arthur
Board of Governors Representative

Beth Arthur began working for the Arlington County Sheriff ’s Office in 1986, serving in 
several positions before being appointed sheriff in July 2000. She was elected, via special 
election, in November 2000 and re-elected four times. Arthur received her bachelor’s degree in 
mass communications from Virginia Commonwealth University. She serves, or has served, on 
several boards and committees including: ACA’s Bylaws & Nominating Committee, the Dele-
gate Assembly, Virginia Sheriff ’s Association’s Board of Directors as president, and Leadership 
Arlington’s Board of Regents as past chair. Arthur, a member on the Board of Governors for 

ACA with 34 years of experience in direct supervision, adult detention and corrections, is committed to treating every-
one with dignity and respect, preparing incarcerated individuals to return to their community as productive citizens. She 
is serving her 2nd term on the Executive Committee as a Board of Governors Representative.

Dr. Derrick Schofield
Board of Governors Representative

Dr. Derrick Schofield began his 26-year corrections career in Tennessee and Georgia. He 
served as commissioner of the Tennessee Department of Correction. Schofield held numerous 
positions in the Georgia Department of Corrections including, assistant commissioner and chief 
of staff, director of prisons, director of investigations and compliance, along with several war-
den positions. Schofield served in the United States Army and obtained the rank of captain. He 
is currently the executive vice president for the GEO Continuum of Care & Reentry Services. 
Schofield received a doctorate in organizational leadership and a master’s degree in public ad-

ministration. He is also a graduate of GA’s Law Enforcement Command College. He is a past president of the Southern 
Region of the Association of State Correctional Administrators. Schofield previously served as a member of the ACA 
Standards Committee. He is serving his 2nd term on the Executive Committee as a Board of Governors Representative.


